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ASA - at a glance

(up to March 2008)

SL# Description
1 |Total number of Branch Offices 3,334
2 | Total number of Villages 72,204
3 |Total number of Upazila / Thana 515
4 |Total number of Districts (All Districts in Bangladesh) 64
5 |Total number of active groups . Small 88.63% 221,869
(Function as a collection center) : Small Business 9.29% 23,258
. HP 2.08% 5,213 250,340
6 |Total number of active members : Small 69.37% 4 826,502
{end of the month) . Small (male) 23.21% 1,615,196
: Small Business 4 48% 311,543
. SEL & IT 0.72% 49,979
: HC Poor 0.57% 39,721
. HP 1.27% 88,500
: BDS Loan 0.10% 6,777
. Short Term 0.23% 15,791
. _Agri Business 0.06% 4008 6,958,017
7 |Total Active Families No. 5,342 821
8 |Savings (end balance) . Small 66.78% 3,146,796,960
: Small Business 12.42% 585,281,064
: HC Poor 0.15% 6,843,046
: HP 0.49% 22 883 600
: BDS Loan 0.03% 1,280,501
: LTS 20.14% 949,173,163 4,712 258,234
9 |Total number of Security Fund . Member 89.76% 4795471
policy holders . Husband/Guardian 33.68% 1,615,196 6,410 667
10 |Security Fund . Member 80.15% 3,675,985,885
{end balance) . Husband/Guardian 19.21% 874,286,980 4.550 272 865
11 |Total number of active borrowers . Small 79.77% 4,353,243
{end of the month) : Small {male) 9.00% 491,023
. Small Business 5.09% 277,584
: SEL 0.91% 49 587
. Education 0.25% 13,437
. BDS Loan 0.12% 6,777
: Rehab. LoanMonga 2.02% 110,221
: HC Poor 0.66% 35,960
: HP 1.82% 99 557
AT 0.01% 392
- Short Term 0.29% 15,791
. _Agri Business 0.07% 4,008 5,457,580
12 |Loan Outstanding (with service charge) : Taka 30,910,424,182
Disbursed (cumulative) Taka| 266410870693
Realized (cumulative) Taka| 235500 446 511
13 |Rate of Recovery 99.32%
14 |Total Number of Staff : 26,746
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'ASA Would Play a Major Role Fostering

Microfinace in Afghanistan' Mr. Amjad Ali Arbab

Mr. Amjad Ali Arbab, Managing |
Director of  Microfinance
Investment Support Facility for
Afrhanistan (MISFA)  was born
in 1958 at Peshawar, Pakistan. He
started his career in a Swiss NGO
for Afehan Refugees in 1981 and
later served in different key
POSItIONs 1N various organizations
including Executive Vice
President of Agri Development
Bank of Peshawar from 1991 to
2001, Amjad Al Arbab  has
obtained masters depree in
Political Science from Peshawar
University and in International
Relations from JOHN HOPKINS
University, USA.

Mr. Amjad Ali Arbab recently
came to Bangladesh with a view
to visit ASA. During the visit he
was interviewed by Habibur
Rahman, Media Relations
Officer, ASA. Here, we present
his conversations for the readers
of New Vision.

What's the present socioeconomic condition of
Afehanistan!

Amjad Ali:  Afghanistan has come out of long vears of
war and instability. Afghanistan war started in late
seventies which left four to five million people refugees.
There have been lots of disturbance and people suffered.
Only in last six years there has been a government which
is trying to put Afghanistan back on the path of
development and reconstruction. There are huge
challenges existing for the Afehan people and
international community who are helping them reach the
level where they can stand on their own feet, Several wars
have broken down the physical and economic
infrastructure of the country. It has also deteriorated and
destroved the institurions of Afghanistan,

So, developments and reconstructions are going on with
the aid of international community. Microfinance is one
of the areas that has gained lot of success. We have
started microfinance in an unique way compared with
other countries there. The progress and performance so
far has been very satisfactory.

When did microfinance programs start in Afghanistan?

Amijad  Ali:  Microfinance programs started in

Mr. Amind Al Arbab, Managing Divcetor of MISFA

Afghanistan in July 2003, It was started through a
contract berween the Afshanistan Govt. and the World
Bank. Under this contract Microfinance Support
Investment Facility for Afghanistan (MISFA) was
established which is an apex body.

What is the backeround for establishing MISFA?

Amjad Ali: The MISFA primarily was created to support
and provide financial services to people of Afghanistan
on affordable basis and create permanent strucrure there
so that people can get access to financial services
throughout the country.,

After the war when the new government came in they
were looking ar what were the priority areas the donor
community should intervene. The Govt. identified one
of these priorities as is microfiance. Because they felr that
people having suffered in last 25 years need some
financial resources. One way of reaching out aid to poor
in the shortest possible time through microfinance.

What are the key challenges of conducting microcredit
programs in Afghanistan?

Amijad Ali: The big Challenges for microfinance in
Afshanistan are insecurity, lack of local capacity and
infrastructures, lack of  bankine facilities and also
religious issues (sharia laws) and higher cost of delivery,
(See page-2)






